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Referring to the repeated injuries

and usurpations inflicted upon them by
the King of England, Jefferson wrote:

He has erected a multitude of new offices,
and sent hither swarms of officers to harass
our people and eat out their substance.

Sadly and outrageously, Mr. Speaker,
this describes the way many Americans
feel about the enormous size, intrusive-
ness and cost of Government today.

That is why I am introducing a
sense-of-the-Congress resolution today
to highlight cost of Government day,
which this year is coincidentally 1 day
before Independence Day. That is right,
Mr. Speaker, according to Americans
for Tax Reform, from January 1
through July 3 this year, Americans
are working to pay for Government
spending at all levels plus the cost of
regulations.

One hundred eighty-four days to pay
for Government and regulations and
181 days to pay for the things they and
their families really need. This situa-
tion, my colleagues, has gotten ridicu-
lous. Maybe it is time for a new Dec-
laration of Independence, Mr. Speaker.

f

GENERAL MOTORS CLOSING MORE
U.S. AUTO PLANTS AND MOVING
JOBS OVERSEAS

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, Gen-
eral Motors has closed another auto
plant in America, this time Tarrytown,
NY. 2,100 American workers,
gonesville.

In addition, General Motors an-
nounced it will close another seven fac-
tories in America in the next several
years.

Now, if that is not enough to grease
your slip clutch, General Motors an-
nounced it is building a billion-dollar
factory in Thailand and a massive new
plant in Mexico, and because the Mexi-
can workers are so poor, they will help
build the Mexican workers new homes.
Unbelievable. Think about it. Amer-
ican workers losing their homes, Gen-
eral Motors building homes for Mexi-
can workers, averaging 70 cents an
hour.

Beam me up, Mr. Speaker. For years
I thought the Three Stooges ran our
economic policy. Today I suspect Dr.
Jack Kevorkian. This is no program.

Before the day is over, we will ap-
prove most-favored-nation trade status
for a country that pays 17 cents an
hour wages.

I yield back any jobs left.

f

TRIBUTE TO HON. BILL EMERSON
OF MISSOURI

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to say that I regret very much

that I was not able to be on the floor
when a number of Members rose to pay
tribute to Bill Emerson, and I urge all
Members today, as we have a very spir-
ited debate, to keep in our thoughts
and prayers Bill Emerson and the work
that he did on behalf of his constitu-
ents. As we meet here at this hour,
there is a service being conducted for
him in Cape Girardeau, MO, and I urge
all Members to remember Bill and in
the days and months ahead to remem-
ber Jo Ann Emerson and Bill Emer-
son’s family.
f

MUZZLING DEBATE ON UNITED
STATES-CHINA TRADE RELATIONS

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, what a
travesty. Last Tuesday in the dead of
night, with Members of this House
given no voice and no notice, the House
Rules Committee, at the behest of
Speaker GINGRICH, ramrodded a rule to
restrict debate on the critical issue of
United States-China trade relations.
Then last night, after 1 a.m., the re-
strictive rule was voice-voted by a deal
struck by the proponents to muzzle de-
bate today. Members were not recorded
on that key rule vote. Now today the
brief debate on whether Congress will
actually grant Most Favored Nation
trade status to China for the first time
in a straight up or down vote in this
Chamber will occur and the debate it-
self while most Members are at Bill
Emerson’s funeral today. What an out-
rage.

Commerce with a fascist state will
not yield liberty. Our 250-million-per-
son market cannot sustain these gap-
ing trade deficits growing every year
with a nation of 1 billion 250 million
people. Just the $40 billion trade deficit
this year means another 800,000 lost
jobs in America.
f

EXHIBIT HONORING MARK TWAIN

(Mr. BARR of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
for 75 days this summer the people of
Cobb County, GA, and neighboring
communities will have a unique oppor-
tunity to view an exhibit featuring
original materials from America’s
great writer and humorist: Mark
Twain.

The exhibit, known as, ‘‘Mark Twain:
An American Voice to the World,’’ will
be on display in Kennesaw State Uni-
versity’s Horace Sturgis Library, and
will feature original manuscripts, arti-
facts, first editions, and other items
from this great American author.

The exhibition has been praised as
‘‘The most richly varied and represent-
ative display of original materials re-
lating to the life and works of Mark
Twain ever assembled for public exhi-

bition,’’ by Robert Pack Browning, di-
rector of the Mark Twain papers at the
University of California, Berkeley.

I would like to congratulate Ken-
nesaw State University president Betty
L. Siegel, library director Robert B.
Williams, and his staff. I would also
like to thank the numerous institu-
tions and collectors who participated
in the exhibition. My thanks goes also
to my colleagues, Speaker GINGRICH,
and Fifth District Congressman JOHN
LEWIS, and to Fred Bentley, Sr., for
making this project a reality for the
people of Georgia.
f

THE MANAGED CARE BILL OF
RIGHTS OF 1996

(Ms. VELÁZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks and include extraneous
material.)

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
before the Members to introduce a cru-
cial piece of legislation that is long
overdue, the managed care bill of
rights of 1996.

Today I introduce this legislation in
response to a repulsive and dangerous
trend that is taking place. Across this
country, Americans are joining man-
aged care plans in order to cut costs.
However, while ultra-wealthy HMO’s
are making multibillion-dollar profits,
working-class families are paying for
these profits with their health and, in
some cases, their lives.

Health care companies should make
people healthier, not sicker, yet HMO
patients are routinely denied access to
specialists and refused compensation
for emergency room visits. My legisla-
tion will put an end to these cruel poli-
cies. I urge my colleagues to cosponsor
this legislation and work toward safe-
guarding every American’s access to
quality health care.
f

SUPPORT THE WORKING FAMILIES
FLEXIBILITY ACT

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, once
again, the Clinton administration has
stolen yet another Republican idea and
called it their own. After originally op-
posing legislation that would let hard-
working Americans spend more time
with their families, the President has
chosen to co-opt this popular idea. This
is a desperate action by a desperate
man in a political year.

When a Republican bill containing
comp time, the Working Families
Flexibility Act, was first mentioned as
the minimum-wage legislative vehicle,
the President’s Chief of Staff, Leon Pa-
netta, called it a poison pill and Presi-
dent Clinton waved his veto pen at it.
But now after the Republicans have
built support for this legislation, the
President ran down to Nashville this
past weekend to announce his own ver-
sion of a comp time bill.
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